JIM REILLY performs as both a tenor and pianist. He founded the Nordvendt Concert
Series in the Fall of 1997 when he was Director of Music at Mindekirken in Minneapolis
(Minnesota's only surviving Norwegian language congregation). He continues to
administer this series, which has presented over thirty local and visiting artists in Nordic
repertoire. He has accompanied many Twin Cities area performers and visiting singers
including Norwegians Marit Osnes Aambg, Elisabeth Tandberg, and Birgitte
Christiansen, and he has himself sung the first American performances of works by
Norwegian composers Bjarne Slogedal and Wolfgang Plagge. He has also performed
with Finnish soprano Eeva Savolainen for the Scandinavian Society of Western
Pennsylvania and at Finlandia University. But his performing has been as varied as all-
Kurt Weill programs in the Twin Cities and Massachusetts (as both a pianist and singer),
singing the lead in Debussy's opera L'Enfant Prodigue, and Latin American and Spanish
music concerts (as an accompanist/pianist). Other recent programs have been at the
Alliance Frangaise in Minneapolis (including music in French by the Norwegian
composers Halfdan Kjerulf and Johann Selmer) and a solo voice recital in June, 2007
including works by the Dane Carl Nielsen and Finland's Toivo Kuula. He has not only
performed in Minnesota and a dozen other states, but has also sung for the Nordland
Musikkfestuke in Bode, Norway, and accompanied recitals in Holland. This past
summer, in connection with the exhibit "A Mirror of Nature: Nordic Landscape Painting,
1840-1910", he accompanied Norwegian soprano May-Britt Hovdenak at the
Minneapolis Institute of Arts and played music of Sveinbjérn Sveinbjérnson at a
reception for the Ambassador from Iceland. In September, 2007 he accompanied French
soprano Nicole Fournié in her American recital debut, and in February he sang a
performance of Nordic Music at Waldorf College in lowa with Icelandic-American
pianist Kristin Jonina Taylor. He has presented solo piano recitals of Nordic repertoire in
Chicago (Fall 2007) and San Diego (April 2008), and recently sang Icelandic art songs at
the annual Icelandic Samkoma dinner in the Twin Cities.




